
FACTS ABOUT COINS
6OVERNMExT LOSES MONEY PRE-

PARING GOLD CURRENCY.

Baser Metals Return Fair Profit Over
Cost of Manufacture-Pennies

in Colonial Days.

From the B.st.on Herald.
A strange thing about our coining system

is that the government loses money in coin-
ing gold, but makes a big profit in coining
pennies. For instance, in a $10 gold piece
there is exactly $10 worth of gold and 10
per cent of cupper-put in to harden the
precious m.-tal-besides the cost of minting.
A silver piece of money is about half profit,
but the penny pays Uncle Sam best of all.
as the blanks are purchased at the rate of
$7.31) per million. That is, the United
States government obtains for 7 3-10 cents
the copper blanks which by the process of
stamping are transformed into $1 worth of
pennies.

Millions of Pennies.
What become, if the millions of pennies

coined each yfar by the government is an

unsolved problem. To supply the demand
the mint at Phi'adelphia must keep on turn-
ing out new pennies at an average rate of
4.,MzI0.45 per month. This useful little coin
has its beginning, of course. in a copper
mine. By the process of smelting the cop-
per is separated from the iron or lead or
silver in the ore and is bought by agents
who sell it to a firm in Waterbury, Conn..
who are under contract to supply the gov-
ernment with copper blanks-that is, pennies
unstamped. At Waterbury the new copper is
melted and mixed with tin and zinc, accord-
ing to a recipe prescribed by the Treasury
Department at Washington. and then hard-
ened into bricks. These are cut into slices
the thickness of a cent and the strips are
passed through machines with punches that
work up and down with enormous pressure
and stamp out the little round disks just the
size of a penny. These blanks are put up in
strong boxes and sent by express to the
mint at Philadelphia, where they are stamp-
ed with the head on one side and the de-
nomination on the other.

The New York Cent.
In 1776 was coined a New York cent. The

obverse bears a bust supposed to have been
intended for General Washington in the cos-
tume of the continental army; encircling it
is the motto, "Non Vi Virtute VIcL" The re-
verse has the figure of Liberty, seated on
a pedestal, holding in her right hand a staff
surmounted by a liberty cap and in her left
the scales of justice. Around the coin are
the words "Neo Eboracensis," with the date
in the exergne. 1786.
The Vermont cents were coined for four

successive years. One variety has on the
obverse an eye with rays extending from it
which are divided by thirteen stars: around
the coin are the words "Quarta Decima
Stella;" reverse, the sun rising from behind
the mountains, a plow in the foreground,with the legend "Vermont Ersium Res
Publica," with the date 1785. Another typehas on the obverse a poorly cut head with
the words "Vermont Auctori." on the re-
verse "Inde et Lib." with the date 1788.
Another with the same legend reads "EtLib Inde. 1788."

Connecticut Coinage.
The Connecticut cents bear date 1785,

1786 and 1787. The obverse has a head
with the words "Auctori Connec," on the
reverse a figure of Liberty holding a staff
in one hand and an olive branch in the
other, surrounded by the motto "Inde et
Lib" and the date. There are many ca-rieties of this cent, all of which are verypoorly executed.
Without date is a cent having on one sidethe motto "Unanimity is the Strength of

Society" encircling a hand holding a scroll
on which is inscribed "Our Cause is Just."Reverse, fifteen stars in the form of a tri-
angle; on the stars are indented the initialsof the several states. Kentucky head'ng the
column. This was struck at Lancaster,England, in 1791 for circulation in Amer-ica and was called the Kentucky cent.

Massachusetts.
In 1787 the commonwealth of Massachu-

setts ordered from its mint a copper coin
having on one side an Indian with his bow
snd arrow, near his forehead a star andaround the coin the word "Common-
wealth;" on the other side the American
eagle, holding in his right talon an olivebranch, in the left a bunch of arrows, onits breast a shield on which is inscribed theword "Cent" and around the edge of thecoin "Massachusetts, 1787." Half cents ofthe same type were struck. This coinagewas continued for two years, but upon theadoption of the Constitution of the UnitedStates, which prohibited the several statesfrom coining money, the mint was abol-ished. The mint was established by voteof the Massachusetts assembly in 1lT6, and170,01) in cents and half cents were orderedto be made. Part of the works and ma-chinery for the mint was erected at Bos-ton Neck and part in Dedham.

SIXTEEN-INCH TEESCOPE.
Great Befracting Instrument for Cin-

cinnati Observatory.
Prm the Boston Transcript.
The Alvan Clark & Sons Corporation of

Cambridgeport. the famous telescope man-
ufacturers, has just been awarded the con-
tract for constructing a sixteen-inch re-
fracting telescope for the University of
Cincinnati. This is an important piece of
work, and the securing of it by the Cam-
bridge corporation adds one more to its
long list of celebrated instruments. The
Cincinnati observatory is under the di-
rection of Professor J- 0. Porter. who has
been at its head for the last twenty years.
The observatory is one of the oldest inthis country. and has an 11-inch telescopeby Merx. of Munich, made fifty-five yearisago, which at the time was the largestglass in America and one of the three larg-est in the world. It was renigured by AlvanClark in 1870). The observatory is other-wise well equipped and is one of the sixinternational latitude stations.
The specifications for the new telescopecall for an objective of 16 inches clear

aperture, having a focal length not greaterthan 20 feet. The instrument is to bemounted in the ordinary equatorial manner,the necessary anti-friction devices beingsupplied for the polar-axis, The pier willbe of iron and contain the driving clockand electric control. The telescope willbe equipped with Quick and slow motionsin right ascension and declination, andwith coarse and fine circles. Dials andsetting wheels will be arranged on thepier, so that the instrument can be setfrom the floor to within five minutes oftime and one degree of arc. The regularacessorles will accompany the instrument.About eighteen months will be required to
complete the telescope, and while the formal
acceptance of the instrument will be atthe Cambridge works, the specifications
call for its delivery and erection at theobservatory in Cincinnati.

A Long Corn Row.
From the Keass= City Journal.
Kansas is simply inexhaustible in the

matter of oddities. Just when It might be
supposed that she had run the whole gamut,
she appears with another novelty such as
nobody else in all the wide world would
ever have thought of it. For example, aKingman county farmer Is growing a row
cf corn a little more than twenty-five miles
long for no other resson than to be singu-lar and extraordnary. He commene in
a fifty-acre field and went round andround in a circle with a liater until he had
planted the whole in a single row whichcommences at one of the edges and termi-
nates in the middle. When he cultivated
it, of course he had to plough the same
way. A~s appearances go the field will
make as much crop as It would if planted
in the ordinary way.

An EzEeptiOn.
Prim the l'thiildlphie as.,
Teacher-"And what Is that part of the

bee called that etands from the bridge of
the flees to the roots of the hair?"
Temmy-"I-er-wby, It's er-I dunno."
Teaeher-"Brow, Wsnt It?"
Tmmp-"W'at if de roots o' yer hair Isat the back o' yes neck like my Unclesap9-

Saksand Company.
d' 9 Leaerssince 1867.

toc ain Discoeries.
The greatest bargain feast of the season follows the~inventory. Odds and ends and broken sizes and small lots are bound to ac-cumulate. Stock-taking discovers them. Our progressive policy turns them out by REGARDLESS REDUCTION. The more suc-cessful the season the more numerous the remnants--in this long list there's gratification that more than atones for the direct and ac-tual loss that we're taking for riddance. It's gratifying to know that the store's friends are multiplying.
We cannot guarantee quantities in any of these lots. They are strictly odds and ends. It's only a question, however, of size-get-ting. Success hinges on your promptness in selection. The sale Is for this week only.
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GAXRART'S MEMOIRS.

Earned Fame and Amassed Wealth as
Picture Dealer.

From the London Post.
Mr. Ernest Gambart, who died last Mon-

day at Les Palmiers, Nice, was engaged
during the closing years of his life in the
preparation of his memoirs, and for this
purpose he had been In communicatioen
quite recently with some of his old friends
in the artistic world of London. His me-

moirs,' if they are ever published, will de-
scribe a singular career. -Gambart's na-
tionality was never exactly defined, but his
English was fluent even at the beginning of
his career as a picture dealer. He is said
to have begun commercial life in London as
a seller of artificial flowers somewhere in
Wardour street, passing from that to deal-
ing in cheap prints, and finally in piotures.
As a picture dealer, with connections both

in London and in Paris, he amassed great
wealth, which enabled him when he retired
many years ago to build a marble palace
at Les Palmiers, in the spacious rooms of
which his large collection of modern pic-
tures was displayed. Many of these he lent
last year to the Spanish exhibition at the
Guildhall. Gambart's relations with the
artists whose pictures he bought seem al-
ways to have been of the friendliest, for he
was one of the most hospitable of men.
Mr. G. A. Storey, A. R. A., in his interest-
Ing book "Sketches from Memory." gives
a glimpse of Gambert from the social side
when describing his project for a grand
fancy dress ball, at which the guests were
to be the chief artists of England and the
continent.
The invitations were issued, and a vast

ball room was erected at Gambart's house
in Avenue road, when a terrible gas explo-
sion occurred, resulting in loss of life, the
destruction of the ball room and the partial
wrecking of the house. Many of the pic-tures in the rooms were destroyed, and
Gambart found next morning among the
debris a scorched canvas without a frame,
and "rolled up like a thin biscuit." It was
an ,Alma Tadema, and its condition seemed
hopeless. Yet it was sent to the picture re-
storer and it came back looking even better
than before, "the tone was improved." Of
course, the artists' ball had to be postponed,but it was held two months later, with bril-lant success, at Willis' Rooms.
During the last years of his life Mr. Gam-

bart acted as spenish consul at Nice, and
the Royal Victorlan Order was conferred onhim. He possessed many decorations, prob-ab less distinguished. at a far earlierOnes he was invited to the RoyalA"ademy banquet, and, to the surpriWe ofhis artist host the sueesefulpieture deal-
er ea0ns with his breast, Iltesally coveredwith the insigfia e warime2 foreign ordersof unknown origin.

THE KIKUYU COUNTRY.

A Fine Region in Africa Right on the
Equator.

From the New York Sun.
The Kikuyu country In East Africa is

famous for having within its borders one
of the greatest snow mountains of Africa,
Mount Kenia, whose summit is always
white with snow, though it lies directly
under the equator. All travelers have been
enthusiastic over the beauty and fertility
of this region of forest and plain that rises
from a height of about 4,000 feet to the sum-
mit of Kenia, more than 18,000 feet above
the sea. In this land, exceedingly rich in
agricultural possibilities, it is said the white
man can live and work as he does in Europeand very likely die of old age. It is prac-
tically the only region yet studied in tropi-cal Africa of which It may be truthfullyasserted.
Travelers, however, have given the in-

habitants of these uplands an evil repu-tation. In other words, the Akikuyu are
said to be suspicious, treacherous and hos-
tile to all strangers. But the latest testi-
mony, coming from Major Richard Craw-
shay of the British army, who has lived
among these people for years, is to the ef-
fect that they are the finest African peoplehe ever met, and he has had long experience
among many tribes in -British Bast Africa.
It will be interesting to read some thingsthat Maj. Crawshay says about the countryin which white men may live in good health
and about the remarkable natives who in-
habit it.
The first traveler to describe this region

was the late explorer, Joseph Thopson,who wrote as follows of the large area of
Kikuyu lying between 6,000 and 9,000 feet
above the sea, where it is said white men
may live and work:
"Drought is unknown and astonishingfertility is everywhere seen. Streamsabound in great numbers. Enormous quan-tities of sweet potatoes, yams, eassava,

sugar cane, millet, etq,, are raised and thesupply seems to be quite inexhaustible.On my return journey I found a caravanof over fifteen hundred men who remained
a month and carried away little short ofthree months' provisions, yet it did not
seem perceptibly to affect the supply or toraise the ridiculously low prices. Extreme-ly fat sheep and goats abound and thereWrecattle in -considerable 1umbera."

CROWDING OUT DRUXnrIMu
Iowa Xirchatn Ask Wholesalers to

Neat Them,
pes the Barnagsm Hawkse m
Probably Iowa merehants in many partsof the state will adopt the plan of purchas-iMe goods that has recently b wgest

with success by a few of the large mer-

chants in the northwest. A number of the
leading dry goods merchants of northwest-
ern Iowa formed themselves into an associa-
tion and announced that at a certain time
they would be pleased to meet the repre-
sentatives of the various housse at Des
Moines. The meeting took place last week,
and, as far as can be learned, was emi-
nently satisfactory to all concerned. The
merchants secured their goode at lower
prices than they would have been able to
get them for had they purchased of the
traveling men who would have visited them
one at a time. It was in the nature of an

auction, and the man who made the lowest
figure sold the goods. The wholesale houses
were able to make lower prices, as they sold
to all of the merchants at one time, thus
making it unnecessary for the r agents to
visit each one personally. Formerly it was
the custom for Iowa merchants to go to
Chicago or New York when they wanted to
buy goods, but now Chicago and New York
come to Iowa to seW them, and when the
Iowa merchants insist'upan it, the houses
all arrange to be represented at the same
time.
If this plan is carried out by other- mer-

chants, the Des Melissa jobbers will have to
wake up or lose all pf their trade. For over
a year the jobbers A4d i1lesale men have
been trying to raises money enough to h re
an experienced ma ,to> cure concessfons
from the railroads n t way of better
freight rates, but y e been unable to
get together on the ply ion. Des Mo'nes
business men lack Mie ability to pull to-
gether, and theret thsy are unable to
secure anything frop the ,ailroads, or from
any one else with whom they have dealings.

Technique of fhing3 Dynastic.
From the London Chrog6le. -

Most people have%.got Ahe technique of
things dynastic at Apeir ngers' ends this
year. Neverthelesgoor old friend, the heir
prcsumptive, has again made his Vicorrect
appearance, this time in the current num-
ber of the leading Illustrated paper. The
eldest son of the Priace of Wales Is thus
called in the underline of a first-page illus-
tration. The prince ih question is nobody's
heir presumptive; if his heredity is to be
unentioned at all, he .must be called the
heir apparent of the heir pparent. An heir
presumptive is heiripending the possible
birth of an heir in te direct -line. There
is only one per gimore generally mis-
understood than the-bet presum ve, and
that is the mo C wtK, lirre-
proachable lady beily 'affuded to by
English journsiI as though hier titleWere a. euphemism iefr sbuabe nawi of much
Sore conmmon kind, and as thonitf an 51..Nst with here mnt-..iA.v

ELECTRICITY IN MINING.

Water Power Converted Into Energy
and Transmitted Long Distances.

From Casier's Magazine.
The three-phase alternating current Fys-

tem constitutes one of the greatest achieve-
ments in modern mining engineering. The
energy of an inaccessible water power con-

verted into electrical energy by water-
wheel-driven generators and delivered to
the transmission line at high voltage anny
be transmitted economically through dis-
tances as great as 75 miles, and even far-
ther under favorable commercial c: ndi-
tions. At the substation, located near the
mines, the line voltage is reduced by means
of step-down transformers to a compara-
tively low figure, at which the current is
distributed to the various induction motors
about the mines. If power be required for
locomotive haulage the alternating current
may be transformed into direct current by
a rotary converter which feeds into the
trolley circuits in the usual way.
It is this possibility of ready transmis-

sion of comparatively cheap water power
from a distance to the base of actual min-
ing work and the consequent independence
from coal, which is generally enormously
expensive at mountainous mine locations,
more or less inaccessible with the usual
means of transportation, that havc helped
largely to make electricity a valuable aijy
to the miner. Somet:mes, too, coaf may be
obtained at reasonable figures dowi 1n the
valley, or twenty or thirty miles away at
some favorably located spot, while at the
working point, up the mountain side, its
cost would be ruinous to profitable work-
ing.
In that case it would be the relatively

cheap coal power instead of water power
that would be transmitted electrically. Or,
even with cheap coal exactly at the spot,
there might be scarce water supply tor
steam raising, and here again the electrical
conversion and transmission of power at
some more suitably located generating
point would solve the power problem. In
thcse several respects min:ng in the moun-
tainous western parts of the United States
has furnished many striking examples-
more, in fact, than any other part of the
world-of electric power benefits. Electric
drilling, hoisting and hauling; electric driv-
ing, indeed, of all the moving machinery
employed has in those mines been a mat-
ter of vital necessity. It isa n thlag.
that has made it possible to carry on the
several enterprises at a profit.

Another View of It.
From-the Chiesgo News.
She-"According to statistie, there are

two single men in the penitentiary to each
married one."
1r-"Yea; and -two marrhd norn tw at

maner r-_S:w.a,... V.' -.:..u

WEAPONS OF THE CHINESE.

How Their Arms Were Evolved-
Method of Designating Rank.

From the New York Evening Post.
The prominent part played by China in

the world's affairs during the past seven
years has aroused the interest of collectors
who have brought to this country many
specimens of wares and goods peculiar to
that part of the far east. None among
these are of greater historical value than
the weapons which are in use in all prov-
inces of the empire, even in the districts
where the imperial armies areequipped with
European firearms. One of the best col-
lections was shown in this city not long
ago, and is now in the possession of the
commercial museum at Philadelphia. Single
specimens of value are to be found in the
Chinese club rooms in Chinatown, and in
many of the bric-a-brac stores scattered
throughout the city.
A careful study of the weapon shows that

most of them are naught but industrial ap-
pliances suddenly employe d for purposes of
offense. One spear is a pitchfork and an-
other a trident similar to the eel spear em-
ployed by our own fishermcn. Another
ghastly weapon when examined carefully
proves to be a scythe blade fastened to the
end of a strong pole. The halberds, or
hatehets, ax heads, adses and cleavers
wired or tied with thongs to stout staves.
Even the spears and lances show an agri-
cultural or domestic rather than a military
origin.
These weapons may be viewed as'histor-

ical souvenirs which are preserved as testi-
monials of the braver' of the Manchu con-
querors. The Tartars take great pride in
their conquest of the middle kingdom. Be-
fore they came from the north they were
savages in comparison with the civilized
Chinese. They preserve this fact in their
laws and customs. The cuff of every ofli-
cial's coat is made in the form of a horse's
hoof to indicate that the Manchurian ar-
mies were cavalry, not infantry. The offi-
cial footwear is a cavalry boot, which,
though made of satin with kid-covered
soles, Is in cut and general appearance the
same as the heavy leather articles worn by
their ancestral troopers "0 years ago.
When they conquered China they experi-
en-ed the strogest resistance from the
fta.mers and ushermen, who armed them-
selves with whatever came to hand snd at-
tacked the invaders with fierce intrepidity.In honor of these victories they retained
the primitive weapons of their captives andused them as trophies of their battles.
Each Manchu odleer employed a lot of Chi-
nese captives and armed thew with their
own spears. tridents And axes as the ase
might be. The pratiee- has been hept up
ever since. Whe a mandaret goes etegecehas one or more guards In his retinue f
wh1 are armed- w-tk 4h-t -"--se eutrt-

that in nearly all the temp:es there are
weapons which belong to the god of the
temple, and these are usually of the eame
agricultural character as thcse employed
by the guards of civil and military officials.

The Lions of England.
Frm the Loudon Chmrniele.
Although at the time of the union with

Ireland the fleur-de-lis ceased to be quar-
tered with the arms of England, we cannot
altogether eliminate a French origin frem
our royal standard. Of the three lime at
England two are said to have bees the
badge of the duchy of Normandy before the
conqueror adopted them as his Engllsh de-
vice, while the third, "the golden lion ef
Aquitaine." was added by Henry II :n right
of his wife. Queen Eleanor. In early
heraldry the lion passant guardent (as pre-
sented in the royal arms) was sometimes
called a leopard; hence the following quaint
description in the old chronicle of dward
I's banner: "On his banner were thres
leopards * * fierce were they. haughty
and cruel, thus placed to signify that, like
them, the king is dreadful to his esmies.
For his bite is slight to none who Inasme
his anger, and yet, toward such as seek
his friendship or submit to his power, his
kindness is soon rekindled."

IN GOOD
COMPANY.

Thousands of dollars are

turned away annually by The
Star in rejecting offensive
and Improper advertisements
offered toe insertlem ta gs
columns. .: :. . .. .

1 This is a cogent fnson

why The Star's classified
advatising cohm asare
so geeal y ued and me
widely read:


